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THEME: UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES 
(1st Chron 12:32)

SESSION I: THE LEADERS OF THIS TIME

                                                                     TEXT:  Habakkuk 3:2a (KJV)

I- Introduction;
At this instance in the book of Chronicles, David is under oppression from King Saul and he is in hiding out of Jerusalem in a town called Herbron. Among the men that came to fight on his side and make him king were a particular and strategic group; the men of Issachar, they had understanding of the times to know what Israel ought to do (Vs 32), i.e. they knew what steps to take to turn things around for God’s glory.
The times in which we are living can be likened to this instance in David’s life; a time when evil forces and the prince of this world is rising against the church and God’s people, obscure moments. There have been other instances like this in history; in Habakkuk’s time, evil men were seemingly rising above the righteous. 

Nevertheless in all this instances; when everything is blocked, there is always a category of people who can turn the course of humanity to suite God’s plan. These are the Leaders of this time; men who are able to turn what the enemy intended for evil into God’s glory. 
The greatest men of History are those that solved impossible and great challenges in their lives and surroundings. The greatest leaders rose up during obscure and difficult times, in times like this one we face now. You are therefore privileged to be a leader in this time to write the great pages of history.

History is full of such men; in the early 19th Century New England was worse that today, but men like E.M Bounds, John Wesley, Dwight L. Moody (See book; Prayer and Praying men by E.M Bounds) rose up and by God’s grace one of the greatest revival of all times swept through New England. 
So even today, it cannot be over for any nation, family or situation, all it takes is for God to find men that can turn things back into heavens plan; they will be God’s Leaders of this time. 
What did these men have that made them face difficult and tough challenge and yet being able to breakthrough and bring about divine changes? 

Habakkuk was one of these men in such instances and a look at his words to God in (Verse 2a of Chap 3)
Will reveal to us what these men had. 

II- Two vital things they had;

1) - “O Lord I have heard your speech and was afraid” (Vs 2a, 1st sentence) 
The First thing about these men is that they trembled at God’s commands and instructions; the heart that brings divine change is the heart that trembles at God’s word.

Whenever God’s word, command, commission, or instruction becomes an alternative, something that it’s contrary or omission can be justified, there is a problem. 

This first sentence reveals  a heart who will not take upon itself any justification for the non fulfilment of God’s instructions, men that will do things not based on the possibility of time, neighbours or family, not because their body or environment say it’s possible, but because God says it.

Men in whom God’s word and instruction will cause them to reject sleep, friendship, reject their very self, comfort zones; pleasure because God says so, because of the urgency and fear of God’s word.
Men like Paul for whom the non fulfilment of God’s instruction will be likened to a curse, He cried out; “Woe (Curse) unto me if I preach not the gospel” (1st Cor 9:16b). This statement brings out a fundamental truth; 
The agents of divine change, the partakers of God’s divine move in this dark world, the leaders of this season are those in whose hearts the fulfilment of God’s instruction is an unconditional pledge, so much that its non fulfilment is like a curse in their lives. 

*I pray the lord will take you to this level as you read through these lines in the name of Jesus.

It is the distinguishing factor (Exception), it is the Number one criteria for God’s move in this time, and God is looking for men, who tremble at His word, it is the determining and recruitment condition into God’s army for today. It is the scarce but precious requirement that God is out looking for in this season. May He find it in you?

Understanding the times in which we are living helps understand this better; the scarcity of this age is not the scarcity of signs and wonders, it is the scarcity of those who tremble at God’s word.
Men tremble and are anxious about certain things today just because they do not know scripture; (Mtt 24) reveals in this days signs and wonders will take place all around, everywhere, it will not be new, (Vs 24) even says that some of the signs and wonders will come from the enemy camp.

It is not the once with signs and wonders that will be scarce, you will see them and hear them all around you. The people that will be scarce, the exceptions are those people (2 Tim 4:3) that hold unto and tremble at God’s word.  These are the people God is looking for.

God’s voice is clear in (Psalms 25:14), the question was asked; “To whom does God unveil His secret and covenant? To he who fears, (in other words) who trembles at His word” (Paraphrased).
These are the forerunners of God’s move of this time, men for whom there will be no alternative to fulfilling God’s command and call, No justification whatsoever, they love less their lives and desires, (Rev 12: 11b) “They loved not their lives unto death” just because of God’s instructions. 

Men with such hearts will do strange things; in Nineveh, (Jonah 3:7) when God spoke, the fast that followed was not a fast common to men, it was a radical one, even animals fasted, God could not be indifferent, He changed His mind. If God’s instructions can move you, can take you out of yourself and your comfort, your words will move God; they caused Him to change His mind. 
-If God’s word can take you out of your rest, like the watchmen of (Isaiah 62:6-7), then your words too can give God no rest, you too can move God. 

This generation is not in need of men that can move other men, NO; it is in need of Men who can move God.
This is the second criteria of the Leaders of this time;

2- Men who can move God; (Vs 2a, 2nd sentence)
Habakkuk now asked God to move for humanity, “Revive thy work oh Lord” (Vs 2a). The leaders of this time are those that can move God through prayer.

Through out history great deliverance and victories have never been a question of men moving other men, NO; it is man moving God. In the captivity of Israel (Daniel 9:20-25), Daniel did not move the oppressor, he moved God in prayer and God moved the oppressor.
*The Challenge now is not about being able to move men; it is about being able to move God in prayer, because if you move God in prayer, God will move men.

The Problem in leadership is because we go about trying to move men or branch members. That is why we spend more time in front of them than before God, wrong; it does not work that way, move God, He will move them.
You cannot dissociate leadership and intercession, God did not do that (Ezekiel 22:30), God was clear; He was looking for a leader and an intercessor in one single man. A man able to build the wall (i.e. Lead) and stand in the gap (i.e. Intercede). The leader must be the number one intercessor. The crises and failures we face in the work is not because of leadership skills, it is because we spend more time talking to men than spending time crying and shaking heaven for them in prayer. NO; wrong strategy. 
Move God, God will move them.

If you can move God in prayer, your words will move men, any man that knows how to get to God, will know how to get to man.
Jesus lived thirty-three and a half years old; he ministered only during the last three and half years. What was he doing during the first 30year? (LUKE 2:52) “He grew in wisdom…Favour before God…” 

He was moving God, by the time Jesus came out; God was up ready to back Him, hence Jesus called even the most crooked men like tax collectors to himself just by a sentence. 

Beloved, Jesus dwelt 30years in there, Daniel; a couple of weeks, Jacob; a whole night wrestling with God (Gen 32:22-30), no matter the duration, stay in there, hold God, move God until that situation changes, that life changes. No matter the duration and the impossibility of what you know is yours from God, stay in there, on your knees, and move God. As you stay in there you will grow in wisdom, favour before God and in the grace to move God, then the change will come. Receive that grace today in the name of Jesus.

In such turbulent times, I can hear God say “If in that life, house, family, nation I can find a Man who trembles at my word and can move me to action in earnest continuous praying, then things will change”

I pray the Lord finds that person in you.

God bless you. 
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