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PARADIGM MISCONCEPTION

For centuries, there has been a strong misconception, a terrible misinterpretation among many believers, ministries, denominations and local churches of the simple strategy that underlies the Great Commission given by Our Lord Jesus Christ in Mark 16:15. Jesus asked us to GO into ALL THE WORLD and preach the gospel. We have re-oriented the call by sitting in and inviting the creatures from ALL their various WORLDS into our world (the Church) in our various activities or programmes. It is true that some have come and several have received Christ but there are millions more who are still in their various WORLDS waiting for us. The multitude of fishes is in their various seas and not in our aquariums; the great harvest is in the farmlands in the forest or bushes not in our gardens. 

DIFFERENT WORLDS

One of the major problems the church faces in evangelism is the fact that we have failed to understand the diversities in the world we live in. The believer and the unbeliever live in two different and diametrically opposed worlds (sin and darkness for the unbeliever and light and righteousness for the unbeliever). Generally, each person is comfortable in his environment. We often times believe that because the things of God are sweet to us, there should be sweet to the unbeliever. Bible holds the contrary (1 Cor 2:14.). A fish will never take an independent decision to leave water and visit the land. 

A PARADIGM SHIFT

For us to be effective in fulfilling the Great Commission, we need to carry out a paradigm shift in evangelism and realign with the simple but powerful strategy to GO into ALL THE WORLD. We need to leave our world and device strategies to penetrate the various worlds around us: the world of street children; the world of taxi drivers, the world of civil servants, the world of police officers and uniform men and women; the world of teachers and lecturers, the world of prostitutes; the world of prisoners etc and preach the gospel to them. 

As ministry, 2009 – 2010 and afterwards shall be for us A TIME TO GO. All our evangelistic efforts and endeavours shall be focused on the call to GO into ALL THE WORLD. Great emphasis shall be placed on personal evangelism. We believe it is our individual commitment and fruitfulness in evangelism that generate a collective power and engender genuine growth. It was said (during the time of the Roman Empire) that Rome conquered the world with the short sword because they were able to engage their enemies to battle one on one and not shot aimlessly to the crowd. 

As an evangelistic ministry we shall mold each individual member to become an exemplary evangelist through effective involvement in various strategies of personal evangelism (Evangelism Explosion, Four Spiritual Laws, Online evangelism etc). We shall device new collective and personal evangelism strategies inline with contextual realities. 

We shall eliminate every stereotype churchlike programming in our centres which is transforming them exclusively into places of fellowships and by making them not to live up to their reputation and purpose as “evangelistic centres”.  

DEFINING YOUR WORLD
It may not be possible for you as a believer to go into the entire world (all the more than 230 countries in all the 6 continents). Some of us may never even have an opportunity to go abroad but each one of us has a world of his own. It is that world that Jesus Christ is calling you to affect. Each one of us has his own world is structured into our Jerusalem (primary environment: family, church, neighborhood), Judea and Samaria (secondary environment: school, office, business place, associations) and the ends of the earth (the global environment: the countries you will travel to and international meetings or gatherings you will attend). Each day as we get with our life so many people cross our path. Our world cuts across the family members we sit down with on breakfast table to the person sitting next to us in a taxi, our mates at school or our colleagues at work, the passenger sitting next to us while we are travelling by bus, train or plane, to the neighbours you chat with. This people constitute the world, God has called us to reach out to. 

CALLED TO GO

As a ministry, our fundamental purpose and mission is not to gather believers and have a nice time of fellowship but to go out into meet the lost where they are and share the gospel with them. That is why we have set up evangelistic centres and not fellowship centres. Evangelistic centres are suppose to be place were we kindle or rekindle the flame of evangelism and catch a passion to go out for soul winning. There are supposed to be platforms were effective evangelism is carried out. The vision and purpose of CYJ is not to create a beautiful dwelling place for young believers but to equip, empower and challenge them to go out to the individuals, to penetrate the schools, hospitals, parks and buses, orphanages and street corners with the gospel of salvation. The theme, goal and overriding purpose for the ministry for the next two years (2009 – 2010) is “A TIME TO GO”. This theme ties perfectly with the vision of the ministry. It is time to re-strengthen the foundation, to revive the basics and emphasis the fundamentals.    

For every member, patron and sponsor and partner of the ministry the Lord is saying the time has come for us to arise from our comfort zones and GO to and reach out to our world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Brethren it is now time to ARISE AND GO. AS WE PRAY, AS WE PREACH THE GOSPEL IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON AND AS WE MOBILISE YOUTHS TO SERVE GOD, the Lord shall grant us a mighty harvest, signs and wonders shall pursue us (Mark 16:17); God shall grant us provision for the vision and take care of our personal needs (Matt 6:33). While launching the CYJ Ministry Strategic Action Plan (MSAP) 2009 – 2010, the President of The Apostolic Church in Cameroon, Rev. Apostle TAMBE underscored that 2/3 of “God” is “Go” while 3/5th of “Satan” is “Sat”. Are you going to Go with God or sit with Satan? The choice is yours this day.
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�     A TIME TO GO Mark 16:15 (KJV)


                                                                                     














