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THEME


TEACHINGS ONE

TITLE: “UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES” 1 Chronicles 12:32
We live in a very strategic and peculiar time or dispensation in human history. The headlines in all the various nations in our world carry similar themes: Global financial crisis; terrorism, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, the war in Afghanistan etc. With the numerous crises and diseases plaguing the world and the unprecedented challenges it is faced with, the fundamental question most people ask is where is the world heading to? What does tomorrow hold for mankind? What is the purpose and focus of the unfolding human history? On a personal note, billions of people across the globe are overwhelmingly concerned about understanding who they are, where they come from and where they are heading to as human beings. 
More than their material satisfaction (food, water, clothing), people all over the world are yearning for an understanding of the times in which they live in. They are desperately searching for men or women who understand the times to provide them direction. What gives any potential leader the edge over his rival is his understanding of the times. Obama understood it was a time for change while McCain thought it was time for experience.  The truth embedded in 1 Chron 12:32 is that leadership belongs to those who have expert knowledge of the times. If therefore we must lead effectively in this world of confusion, fear and despair then we must have expert knowledge of the times we are living in and what men and women in our generation ought to do. As leaders of God’s people in our generation we must have a clear understanding of what kind of times are we living in as the world, as a nation (Cameroon) and as a ministry (CYJ)?
a. The world—A TIME FOR HIS RETURN
Mankind’s history (his origin and evolution) is not controlled by the wheel of chance or fortune as many think, it is not molded by the whims and caprices of fate and chance, it is not fashioned by human philosophies or ideologies. Man’s history draws its origin and finds its focus and fulfillment in the person who made history His story. Jesus Christ is the unique dividing line between the past (BC: Before Christ) and the present (AD: Ano Domino or in the year of our Lord). History loses its balance without Jesus Christ, the past, present and future disconnects without the Messiah. Since He ascension into Heaven body and soul after His resurrection, there is one major event that the world keeps in perspective—the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The unfolding of human history therefore gravitates to this climax. Events happening all across the globe in one way or the other push through this agenda. The Bible describe the period surrounding Jesus’ return as the End Times. The Bible does not say exactly when Christ will return but does mention events some ordinary, others extra-ordinary or even cataclysmic that will precede the return of Jesus Christ (Matt 23: 3 – 4; Mark 13:3 – 33; Luke 21: 7 – 28;).

THREE SIGNS
There are three prominent signs that are recurrent among the numerous signs of the End Times mentioned in the Bible: Deception of false prophets, preachers and Anti-Christ; the preaching of the gospel to all nations as a witness and the salvation of Israel. 

· Deception: This is one of the central themes recurrent in Christ’s message about the signs of the end found in all the gospels that talk about the end times (Matthew, Mark, and Luke). The Bible talks about “False Christ” and “False Prophets” who shall arise and deceive people and if possible Believers or saints with “great signs and wonders” (Matt 24:24 Compare versions). We must be watchful during these end times. Signs and wonders more often that not are distinctive characteristics of “false prophets” and “false teachers”. That is why rather than accepting their plea Jesus categorically condemned those who stood on signs and wonders as the premise of their claim of entry to His kingdom (Matt 7: 21 – 22). 

Is it therefore true as some have upheld that miracles, signs and wonders ended in the days of Jesus and His disciples and no longer exist and find its place in today’s world? Absolutely NOT! Why? Because Jesus Himself promised that signs were going to accompany the preaching of the gospel (Mark 16:17) and that those who will believe in Him shall do “greater works” than He has done (John 14:12). Miracles, signs and wonders therefore have a clear biblical root in the Gospel. 
How then can one distinguish the “great signs and wonders” of false prophets and teachers to miracles performed by God through His servants? It is simple. The first priority of false prophets is not the Gospel of salvation it is either self glorification or worship of the devil. They have totally reversed the Great Commission. They preach signs and wonders and accompany it with the gospel. Every Christian ministry must be inspired or draw its roots from the Great Commission. Miracles, signs and wonders are instruments to fulfill ministry and not in themselves ministry. False prophets and teachers make signs and wonder their ministry and treat the gospel as a secondary issue. Their aim is not to win souls and increase the kingdom though that may still happened (because God defends His word and glorifies Himself wherever scripture is preached) but to deceive as many as can be deceived. 

We must understand that often times in our times, the devil does not come like a demon or dark beast or dragon or any frightful appearance we have of him. He comes as an angel of light, comingling with brethren with great hypocrisy and pretensions so that he can deceive as many as possible.   
· The Gospel to all nations: The preaching of the Gospel is the only single event that our lord Jesus Christ directly links with the end of all things talking to His disciples about the end times (Matt 24:14): The Bible underscores that the gospel will be preached IN ALL THE NATIONS. From when Jesus Christ gave the Great Commission and through out human history it is only in this present generation that the gospel has had an instantaneous worldwide audience. With the advent of Christian satellite Television and Radio and with the help of the internet, billions of people across the globe can now watch and or listen to the gospel message at the same time. Previously revivalists and great evangelists had to criss-cross the globe from one mega crusade to the other but today they can attain an instantaneous worldwide audience via satellite from the comfort of a television or radio studio. With its recent penetration into greater China, GOD TV is reaching out to more than 2 Billion people in over 100 countries in world including those of the 20/20 Window. As more than ever before the gospel is getting into the ends of the earth.
· The salvation of Israel: The nation of Israel can be said to be the thermometer of Biblical prophecy. In Roman 11, Paul gives an analogy of grafted Olive branch making reference to the inclusion of the Gentiles among God’s people. We live in the dispensation of grace during which God is raising from the Gentiles a nation for Himself through the church or body of Christ. However, when this is completed, God shall resume His dealings with Israel (Romans 11: 23 – 26). In Rom 11:26 Paul says that all Israel shall be saved. This implies the reconstitution of Israel as a nation alongside the rebuilding of its identity. Birth of Israel and rebuilding of the temple.  
b. Cameroon: A TIME OF REPENTANCE AND REVIVAL
Many may disagree about certain specific details but most believers in an out of our nation converge on this fundamental truth—that Cameroon is heading towards doom if it persist in corruption or fails to repent. More than the decadence in our society, God is more concern about the decadence prevailing among “His people”. (2 Chron 7:14). God’s primordial problem in any nation has never been the devil or those who do not believe in Him. His problem is His people, they ones he identifies Himself with, those who represent Him in that nation. The eyes of the Lord are not upon the unbelievers but on the righteous, His ear is not inclined to the occultists but open to the cries of His people. It time for us as God’s people in the nation of Cameroon to rise up and repent for the sins of our nation and that of the church and cry out to God for revival.

c. CYJ: A TIME OF PURIFICATION 
One of the fundamental truths that every Christian most steadfastly uphold is that God has NOT called and DOES NOT calls us to WORK for Him. God calls us to walk with Him. Right from the beginning God proved that with His dealings with the father of faith Abraham (compare Gen 17:1 and Gen 24: 40). As we walk with God, He often times give us work to do but we must never allow our work for God interfere with or overshadow our walk with Him. God is more interested in us than what we do for Him, His priority is NOT the work BUT the walk. We can never work our way to Heaven (Eph 2: 8 – 9) but God can and he does walk us into Heaven. The Heroes of the faith mentioned in Hebrews 11 obtained a good report because they walked with God but men and women who claimed to had done great works for God were all rejected by Jesus Christ.

Sometimes in our lives and in ministry, God uses us to do great works and other times God stops us from working so that He may carry out great work in our lives. We must be sensitive and able to perceive it and allow God to work in our lives so that He can again be able to use us to accomplish great works. For sometime now God’s focus on us as ministry has been more of working in us than working through us. His priority for this time is to purge us from all uncleanness and iniquity, to purify us from arrogance, strife, hypocrisy, disloyalty, immorality and other evils and to rebuild us into vessels of honour so He can continue to use us for His glory. 

It is certainly a painful period characterize by chastisements, repentance and restitution. It is not a time of awesome accomplishments and spectacular manifestations. It is a time most of us will desire to escape from, not to be part of. It is a time of you alone standing before God and His search light beaming its immaculate rays on every dark corner of your being exposing every dark secret. It is a time God takes His pruning axe and starts cutting the unfruitful branches of self in our lives. It is such a time that God takes you from the comfort zones of attainment and brings your back to the basics of His calling. In times like this we are often tempted to lose sight and lose touch with His presence. When such pressures rise up we must always remember the lesson we learn from Elijah that sometimes the Lord is not in the great and strong wind that breaks rocks into pieces, neither is He (sometimes) in the earthquake or the fire. Sometimes, the Lord cometh or abide in a still small voice that comes to a panic stricken, refuge-seeking, hungry and tired prophet taking refreshment. Stand up mighty man or woman of value and walk with God in such a time as this.
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